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SUBJ: GENERAL VESSEY'S INITIAL CALL ON PRESIDENT PARK 

SUMMARY: AT GENERAL VESSEY'S INITIAL CALL ON RESIDENT PARK 
OCTOBER 12, THE PRESIDENT EMPHASIZED NEED TO MAINTAIN HIGH 
STATE OF READINESS AND UNITY IN ORDER TO DETER NORTH KOREAN 
ATTACK. HE ALSO PREDICTED THAT WITH COMPLETION OF FIP, 

ROKG WULD BE READY TO MEET ANY ATTACK FROM THE NORTH. 

1 . GENERAL VESSEY, IN MY COMPANY, PAID HIS INTRODUCTORY 
CALL ON PRESIDENT PARK OCTOBER 12. WE FOUND PRESIDENT 
PARK IN A RELAXED, CONFIDENT MOOD. 

2. MAJOR SUBSTANTIVE POINT STRESSED BY PRESIDENT PARK WAS 
NEED TO MAINTAIN CONSTANT ALERTNESS AGAINST NORTH KOREANS, 
DESPITE ACKNOWLEDGED QUIESCENCE OF NORTH KOREANS AT PRESENT 
TIME. HE NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT NORTH KOREANS HAD TAKEN 

NO FORMAL ACTION TO REDUCE THEIR HIGHEST STATE OF MILITARY 
READINESS DECLARED ON AUGUST 19, DESPITE REDUCTION OF OUR 
FORCES TO DEFCON-4. GENERAL VESSEY COMMENTED THAT THERE 
HAD BEEN SOME RELAXATION IN NORTH KOREAN READINESS, BUT 
IT WAS STILL HIGHER THAN IT HAD BEEN ON AUGUST 18. 
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3. PRESIDENT PARK SAID THAT ROKG FORCES, WHILE MUCH 
IMPROVED OVER 1958-59 PERIOD WHEN GENERAL VESSEY HAD BEEN 
STATIONED IN FEOPQU, ARE STILL INFERIOR TO NORTH KOREAN IN 
QUALITY OF ARMS AND NUMBER OF WEAPONS. HOWEVER, ONCE 
FORCE IMPROVEMENT PLAN CONCLUDED, ROKG WOULD BE READY TO 
MEET ANY ATTACK FROM NROTH. CRITICAL FACTOR IN DISCOURAGING 
PROFOCATION OF WAR BY KIM IL SUNG IS NEED TO MAINTAIN 
CONSTANT ALERT AND NOT SHOW ANY VULNERABILITY WITHIN OUR 
RANKS. KIM IL SUNG WILL NOT MISJUDGE SITUATIN IF THERE IS 
UNITY AND READINESS OF OUR OWN FORCES. 

4. PARK ELABORATED THAT SOME AMERICANS BELIEVE THAT RISK 
OF WAR REDUCED DUE TO RELAXATION OF TENSIONS BETWEEN U.S. 

ONE ONE HAND AND PRC AND USSR ON OTHER HAND. HOWEVER, IN 
PARKS'S VIEW, MOST IMPORTANT FACTOR WILL BE THE DETERMINATION, 
UNITY AND READINESS OF KOREA RATHER THAN STATE OF RELATIONS 
BETWEEN SOVIET UNION AND PRC ON ONE HAND AND NORTH KOREA 
ON OTHER HAND. 

5. GENERAL VESSEY RESPONDED THAT USG WILL CONTINUE TO 
MAKE CLEAR TO FRIEND AND FOE ALIKE OUR DETERMINATION TO 
MAINTAIN OUR STRENGTH AND DEFEND SOUTH KOREA, GIVING NO 
EVIDENCE OF WANING OF SUPPORT. BY MAKING CLEAR OUR 
READINESS TO REPEL ATTACK, WE CAN DETER PROVOCATION BY 
THE NORTH. 

6. PRESIDENT PARK ALSO ASKED ME WHETHER WE HAD ANY READING 
ON THE SITUATION WITHIN PRC,, PARTICULARLY LATEST LONDON 
PRESS REPORTS THAT CHIANG-CHING AND OTHER PRC RADICALS 
UNDER HOUSE ARREST IN CONNECTION WITH UNSUCCESSFUL MILITARY 
COUP. 
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